May 8, 2017

The United States Senate
United States Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

To the Members of the U.S. Senate:

With the world’s most productive manufacturing sector in the world, but growing global
competition, manufacturers in the United States need robust trade policies and agreements that
open markets, protect U.S. property and standards and ensure strong enforcement of core rules
of fairness in the global economy.

The nomination of Ambassador Robert Lighthizer to be the U.S. Trade Representative is
welcomed by the manufacturing industry given his long experience working to eliminate foreign
market-distorting unfair trade practices and create new opportunities in international markets
both during his time in government and the private sector.

The Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) serves a vital role in promoting
and implementing U.S. trade policy. The USTR is the lead U.S. negotiator on trade agreements
and has responsibility for enforcing trade agreements and advising the U.S. government on
international trade policies. The USTR is charged with implementing key trade statutes,
including those requiring work to identify and address unfair trade barriers and weaknesses in
foreign government intellectual property enforcement and protection.

With world trade in manufactured goods having quadrupled over the last quarter century, trade
has never been more important to manufacturers. Manufacturers in the United States need
better access to growing global markets overseas where hundreds of millions of consumers
have joined the middle class in the last decade. At the same time, growing foreign market-
distorting practices and unfair trade practices are on the rise requiring strong trade enforcement
consistent with the international trade rules to create a level playing field for manufacturers in
the United States.

We encourage senators to confirm Ambassador Lighthizer swiftly and without delay. The sooner
he gets to work, the sooner we can strengthen the global competitiveness of manufacturing in
the United States.

Sincerely,
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